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Pastors’ Corner 

As the time draws near for Deb and Ken 
Sunoo’s return, two things are happening 
inside of me.  One is the awareness that 
our time together will soon be at an end.  I 
shall miss being a regular part of the life of 
WPC, but I hope we will be able to touch 
base with each other from time to time, 
because I care very much about you all. 
 
Second are the questions rising up in my 
mind.  How has this sabbatical affected the 
Sunoos?  What new ideas will they bring 
home with them?  How will the future of 
WPC be shaped by what they have experi-
enced?  Perhaps you have similar ques-
tions. 
 

It is exciting to contemplate the possibili-
ties.  However, let me re-iterate some 
points I made in two recent sermons, be-
cause I think it is important for everyone to 
be thinking about them. 
 
First, as you think about the future of 
WPC, remember that God has given you 
everything you need to do the job God is 
calling you to do.  Several things are im-
plicit in that statement. 
 
God is calling this congregation to a par-
ticular ministry.  You are not expected to 
do everything… only the ministry that is 
uniquely yours at this time.  That might 
mean letting some things fall by the way-
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side in order to focus your energy on oth-
ers.  The way to understanding that ministry 
is through prayerful contemplation and mak-
ing sure that you know what gifts you all 
have.  This isn’t just about your pastors and 
leaders, but about the whole body of Christ 
at WPC. 
 
Second, it is crucial that you focus upon 
what you have and not on your supposed 
limitations.  It is easy for small congrega-
tions to feel under-funded, under-staffed, 
under- etc., etc.  But I am here to tell you 
that you have an amazing array of gifts and 
talents in this congregation!  God has 
blessed you richly.  Your task is to discern 
how to put those gifts into God’s service in 
an effective way. 
 
That discernment… that prayerful listen-
ing… is the job of every member of this 
congregation.  God comes to us in commu-
nity.  God nurtures us in community.  God 
equips us and sends us out as a commu-
nity.  Therefore, I encourage you to take 
advantage of every opportunity to deepen 
your spiritual roots.  Then as you begin to 
act on what you perceive as the next steps 
in your life together, God will provide what 
you need, including new members. 
 
I have seen it happen.  When a congrega-
tion gets serious about connecting to the 
Spirit, things start to happen that you hadn’t 
expected, the energy rises and others are 
attracted to it.  People are hungry for mean-
ing and community in their lives, and you 
have much to share.  It will happen.  Be-
lieve it.  Pray for it.  Be a part of it.  Enjoy it! 
 
Thank you for welcoming me into your life 
during this sabbatical time.  It has been a 

joy for me to be a part of your church family.  
I wish you a Christ-filled and lively future. 
 
Blessings and peace, 
Pastor Dennie 
 
 
 

Honoring Our Work on Labor 
Day Sunday 

 
 
What we do for our work… whether we get 
paid for it or not… is central to our lives.  As 
a way of honoring that and offering our work 
to God, you are invited to bring some symbol 
of your work to church on Labor Day Sun-
day, September 2. 
You can bring an actual tool or utensil, or a 
picture of what you use, or a business card, 
something from your kitchen, or ???.   
Be creative.  Bring something that repre-
sents whatever you consider your work to 
be.  We’ll have a table up front for those 
items and a special prayer of dedication. 
 
See you in church! 
 
 
 

It's Almost Time! 
 
Pastors Dennie Carcelli and Ray Smith will 
be completing their sojourn with us on Sun-
day, September 9. 
 
Pastors Deb and Ken Sunoo will be return-
ing to the church office the week after Labor 
Day and will be back in the pulpit on Sep-
tember 16. 



Who’s Who 
Wondering how to direct questions or 
ideas about particular areas of ministry 
here at WPC?  Wanting to get more in-
volved and aren’t sure how to sign up? 
Here are the folks to talk to (contact infor-
mation for each is listed in the church di-
rectory): 
 
Adult Education – Elders Gene Dodd and 
Judy Sloniker 
 
Children’s Ministry – Elder Dorothy Long-
brake 
 
Clerk of Session – 
 
Deacons – Karen Nelson (Moderator) 
 
Finance Committee – Dale Brandenstein, 
Kari Kelly and Doug Beck 
 
Mission – Elder Cay Shoemake 
 
Nurture and Fellowship – Elder Mary White 
 
Nominating – Elders Charlie Morriss and 
Dale Brandenstein 
 
Personnel – Elder Evelyn Schuessler 
 
Seminary Student Liaison – Elder Linda 
Eckert 
 
Trustees (i.e. Building and Grounds) –  
Kari Kelly and Elder Charlie Morriss 
(Session Liaison) 
 
Worship – Elder Judy Sloniker 
 
Youth – Ken Sunoo and Elder Dorothy 
Longbrake 
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Peacemaking Offering 
 
Join us on October 7 as we celebrate World 
Communion Sunday  and receive the Peace-
making Offering.  On this day we join with 
Christians around the world to celebrate the 
unity that we find at the Table of the Lord.  
We also receive the Peacemaking Offering 
to support the efforts of our congregation, 
our synod, our presbytery, and our denomi-
nation to spread the peace of Christ. 
 
Twenty-five percent of the Offering will be 
used in the congregation for our peacemak-
ing activities.  The other seventy-five percent 
will help our partners in the presbytery, 
synod, and General Assembly as they work 
on behalf of God's peacemaking throughout 
the world. 
 
 
 

September Birthdays 
 

Luz Toledo     2 
Judy Rivers     5 
Charlie Motzer     6 
Christian Freytag    7 
Dennis White     8 
Doug Beck   15 
Juanita Heggen  15 
Alina Sunoo   18 
Aleya Yntema   18 
Garrett Yntema  18 
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