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Weakness Turned Into Strength
Matthew 28:110

In the summer of 2010, I had the privilege of attending the
Presbyterian Youth Triennium with five youth from our church. This event
takes place every three years at Purdue University in Indiana. It was quite a
memorable experience — imagine over 5000 youth and leaders coming
together for worship, fellowship, and fun. Worship services felt like rock
concerts. It was so much fun.

At the last worship service, Tony Campolo preached the sermon. He
told a story of a kid who, because of a terrible automobile accident, ended up
losing his left arm. His father, trying to cheer him up, told his son he would
do anything for him. One day the kid said, “You know, Dad, I’ve heard you
can learn judo and do it with one arm. I’d like to learn judo.”

So the father got him a judo master, and the kid learned some moves.
But after about 2 or 3 lessons, the master had him focus on just one move,
and they worked on this move day after day, hour after hour. At the end of
two months, the master said, “There’s a tournament coming up. I want you

to enter it.” The kid said, “You’ve got to be kidding! I’ve only been taking



judo for a couple of months. Other than basic moves I only know one really
good move.” But the master convinced him to give it a try.

They went to the tournament. And this one-armed kid surprised
himself by winning his first two matches. The third round proved to be
more difficult, but after some time, his opponent became impatient and
charged; the boy deftly used his one move to win that match as well. He
couldn’t believe his good fortune. Still amazed by his success, the boy was
now in the finals. He was up against the champion. This time, his opponent
was bigger, stronger, and more experienced. For a while, the boy appeared
to be overmatched. Concerned that the boy might get hurt, the referee called
a time-out. He was about to stop the match when the judo master
intervened.

"No," the master insisted, "Let him continue."

Soon after the match resumed, his opponent made a critical mistake:
He dropped his guard. Instantly, the boy used his move to pin him. The boy
had won the match and the tournament. He was the champion.

On the way home he said to the master, “I don’t understand it. I’ve
only been taking judo for two months. I don’t have a left arm. And I just

won a tournament. How is this possible?”



The master said, “You won for two reasons. First, the one move you
do now is one of the most effective moves in all of judo. The second reason
why you won is the only defense against that move is to grab your
opponent’s left arm.” "

That’s a great insight into how God works. Jesus died on the cross
and was put in a tomb. On the first day of the week, Matthew’s Gospel says
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to the tomb and got the shock of
their lives: God had transformed weakness into strength, and death into life.

That’s not what the women were expecting. What they expected to
see was Jesus’ body in the grave because they believed they were still living
in a world where death reigned supreme. Benjamin Franklin once said, “In
this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.” But
because of Easter, half of that equation is now wrong. In the old world,
death always had the last word. The powers in charge knew if something
troubling got in their way, like a call for peace, justice, or mercy that
threatened the ruling party, the world could just kill it and that would be that.

But the old world has undergone a seismic shift because of Jesus’

resurrection. Death no longer has the last word.

' As told by Tony Campolo, Presbyterian Youth Triennium, July 24, 2010.
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As the two women came to the tomb, they unknowingly crossed over
from the old world, where what’s dead stayed dead, into the new world of
resurrection and life. Notice, the angel says “Come, see the place where he
lay” (v. 6). Past tense! Where he had lain, but where he lay no longer. He’s
not here, for he’s been raised. The only thing to see now is the empty tomb.
This is not a case where Jesus only appeared to die and then was
resuscitated. This is a case where Jesus really died, was buried, and then
was resurrected — he was brought back from death to life, an act only God
can do.

Jesus of Nazareth, who had been as dead as a doornail on Friday, was
no longer in his tomb, and the world was shaken and turned upside down.
We see that in the reaction of the Roman guards. Only Matthew’s Gospel
records the presence of the guards to secure the tomb. As one commentator

notes, these soldiers had “what must surely be the unluckiest assignment in

military history — |




